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Jack and Liam, fed up with kiss-my-arse bosses and nose-to-nipple commutes, quit their jobs and

move to a small town in Turkey. Join the culture-curious gay couple on their bumpy rite of passage

in a Muslim country. Meet the oddballs, VOMITs, vetpats, emigreys, semigreys, debauched waiters

and middle England miseries. When bigotry and ignorance emerge from the crude underbelly of

Turkeyâ€™s expat life, Jack and Liam waver. Determined to stay the course, the happy hedonistas

hitch up their skirts, move to the heart of liberal Bodrum and fall in love with their intoxicating foster

land. Enter Jackâ€™s irreverent world for a right royal dose of misery and joy, bigotry and

enlightenment, betrayal and loyalty, friendship, love, earthquakes, birth, adoption and a senseless

murder. Perking the Pansies will make you laugh out loud one minute and sob into your crumpled

tissue the next.
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I usually write a review within moments of finishing a book. But with PERKING THE PANSIES, I had

to let it Ã¢Â€ÂœperkÃ¢Â€Â• through my mind and into my heart while I thought about what author



Jack Scott is trying to do, and what he has done.To cut to the chase: In around 2008, a fiftyish gay

couple living in England decide to emigrate to Turkey. An astonishing decision, perhaps; but life

grows short and carpe diem! What ensues is a semi-autobiography, part-travelogue, part-day

journal of the places Jack and Liam go, the people they meet, and the almost daily surprises that life

in Turkey can provide.The book is replete with witty dialog and outlandish characters. The narrator,

Jack, while seeming to present their daily life in a straightforward way, tends to throw his husband

and their new acquaintances into high relief while keeping his own personality shaded and his own

emotions in check. The device works well, mostly because Scott is a fine writer who knows just what

heÃ¢Â€Â™s doing.When I discard the Ã¢Â€Âœgay romanceÃ¢Â€Â• filter I usually use to critique a

book, I discover that this work is an absolute keeper. When I let the sex, the deep emotion, the

Ã¢Â€Âœtrue storyÃ¢Â€Â• perk under the surface, IÃ¢Â€Â™m left with a rarity: a book I will re-read,

to prise the hidden gold from every page.Sly, witty, unique, exceptionally

well-craftedÃ¢Â€Â¦HereÃ¢Â€Â™s a book I highly recommend to all my friends, both gay and

straight.

I would like to buy Jack a drink or five. The first few pages of Ã¢Â€ÂœPerking the PansiesÃ¢Â€Â•

introduce people you really have to know and a story you canÃ¢Â€Â™t help caring about. It is funny

and real and ultimately meaningful.The book is hysterical but be warned the quick slashes of

irreverent, tongue-in-cheek language will have you spitting wine out your nose and choking on your

hors d'oeuvres. Take appropriate precautions.It is naked humor that creates realism. Jack

doesnÃ¢Â€Â™t spare the truth. His descriptions strip away all the pretentions and leave the

characters exposed for who they really are instead of who they pretend to be. It is uncomfortable

and yet there is no hate or cruelty. Jack is not mean. It is uncomfortable because the truth often

is.Jack does not protect himself from himself as he narrates the book. The book gives an intimate

look at his life and thoughts. The little details like Jack standing in the mirror making a face lift with

his fingers are true-to-life and relatable. It is raw honesty and it makes him a real person. I found

myself alternately rooting for Jack and Liam and fearing their naÃƒÂ¯vetÃ©. They became friends

and I was invested in their success.The message is inspiring. Jack and LiamÃ¢Â€Â™s journey

teaches us that happiness matters but it isnÃ¢Â€Â™t always easy. Courage is required. Fear cannot

be allowed to gorvern. Waiting for everything to be safe is not the answer. Change will only come

from everyday people brave enough to live everyday lives.Ã¢Â€ÂœPerking the PansiesÃ¢Â€Â• is a

great book. It will make you laugh. It will make you think. It will require self-reflection. It will stay with

you. You will be glad you read it.



This was such a fun read. Haven't we all imagined ourselves chucking the known now for the

unknown future - but Jack and Liam actually did it! Their story is heartfelt, funny and (thankfully)

catty and honest.Exotic and beautiful as Turkey is, it is definitely not London (or at least not English)

and one cannot help but admire the spirit that prompted Jack and Liam to make the jump. As a

frequent visitor to Turkey I could add some hilarious moments - not wanting to take advantage of my

host's hospitality, I attempted to do a load of laundry in machines with dials entirely in Turkish. This

prompted a near strike of the household help: "Your friend thinks we are not good enough to do her

washing!" This, of course, prompted me to pass clothing that had never been worn to be laundered

and to bow and scrape and give lire for a job well done.Kudos to Jack and Liam - You nailed it!

Loved it

I totally enjoyed reading about Liam and Jack's adventures in Turkey - wow! what a change to go

from England to a basically third world country to start a new life. I enjoyed their roller coaster ride

as I laughed and cried with them from page to page. Isn't it interesting to realize that the same kind

of people live where ever you go - it doesn't matter what country - there are every day folks and the

prima donnas, like the ones they encountered on their journey. They have the sense of humor that

is necessary to survive in a foreign world. (Spoiler alert!!! - I truly hope that little Adalet is returned to

the couple who love her and will give her a good life!)And I wish I had read the Pansypendix before

starting the book and referred to it from time to time when I wasn't sure what a word meant - my

bad!! All in all, it was an enjoyable story and wish them all the best in their life in Bodrum. By the

way, my husband wants to read it too - he loved the laughter as I was reading and I think he will

enjoy it as well. Thank you for sharing your story.
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